
August 25, 2020 
 
 

QUAKER VALLEY INCLUSIVITY ALLIANCE 
 

Sewickley, PA, 15143 
qvialliance@gmail.com 

 
 
To:  Sewickley Borough Council Members 
 
Re: Request to Add September Sewickley Borough Council Meeting Agenda Item, 

Naming of the Unnamed Greenspace 
 
Proposal: 
 
We write to the Sewickley Borough Council today to request their addition to the 
September Council meeting agenda the following item: Naming the unnamed 
green-space in front of the Tull Family Theater in Sewickley, PA, the “Tuskegee 
Airmen Memorial Park.”   
 
A number of organizations have joined in their endorsement of naming this 
green-space the “Tuskegee Airmen Memorial Park”, and have given us the honor of 
jointly presenting the written request on their behalf: 
 

● Quaker Valley Inclusivity Alliance (QVIA) 
● The Tull Family Theater Board of Directors 
● St. Matthews AME Zion Church in Sewickley 
● The Daniel B. Matthews Historical Society 

 
We have attached below a picture of this greenspace, of which the address is:  
418 Walnut St, Sewickley, PA 15143 
 

 
 
We are all familiar with the amazing memorial we have for the airmen in our 
cemetery.  It is the largest memorial of its kind in the United States, and a point of 
pride for every person who lives here. More of the Tuskegee airmen hailed from 

 



 

Western Pennsylvania than any other region in the United States.  We know that at 
least eight of the airmen hailed from Sewickley.  It only makes sense that we continue 
to honor these individuals and their families in various ways and in various places.  In 
speaking to other residents we have heard their desire to see this legacy drawn down 
into the village.   
 
The Tuskegee Airmen reflect the struggle of African Americans to achieve equal 
rights, not only through legal attacks on the system of segregation, but also through 
the techniques of nonviolent direct action aimed at segregation in the military. The 
members of the 477th Bombardment Group, who staged a nonviolent demonstration 
to desegregate the officers' club at Freeman Field, Indiana, helped set the pattern for 
direct action protests popularized by civil rights activists in later decades.  We can see 
protests calling for a more equitable America happening in every community today, 
including our own.  Honoring these individuals in the heart of our home makes a very 
clear statement about where we stand as a community.   
 
It is our belief that focusing on those things which bring us together in such a 
politically turbulent time in history is exactly what Sewickley needs to be an even 
more amazing place to live.   
   
 
Thank you for your time.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

_______________ 
Janet  Ann Paulus (she/her) 
President, QVIA 

 
 

_______________ 
The Board Members of QVIA 
Jennifer Doody, Corinna Skorpenske, Leah Bowers, Nia J. Stanley, Ilijana 
Hasak, Jade Arnold, Andrew Fitzgibbon, Tabitha Latshaw 

 
 


