
 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF  

SEWICKLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

SEWICKLEY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

September 8, 2020  

 

The meeting of the Borough Council was called to order at 7:03 p.m. with Council President Jeff 

Neff presiding.  The meeting was held via video conference.   

 

President Neff thanked everyone for attending and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

President Neff welcomed Mr. Green, who was appointed by Council to fill the vacancy created 

on Council with the resignation of Mr. van der Vaart.   

 

Roll Call showed the following members present: 

 

Christine Allen  Julie Barnes   Sean Figley   Ed Green  

Cynthia Mullins   Jeff Neff  Todd Renner   Larry Rice   

Tom Rostek   

 

Also present were Mayor Brian Jeffe, Borough Solicitor Richard Tucker and Borough Manager 

Marla Marcinko.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING  

 

Solicitor Tucker opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. to consider amending the Subdivision 

and Land Development Ordinance relating to road construction standards.   

 

Solicitor Tucker opened the floor for Council and public comment on Ordinance No. 1373.  He 

stated that the public hearing offers an opportunity for the public to comment on the proposed 

amendment, which is technical in nature and will align the road construction standards to PA 

DOT requirements.  There were no comments. 

 

With no further testimony being offered, the public hearing was closed at 7:07 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Rostek, second by Mr. Green, to adopt Ordinance No. 1373 

amending the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance relating to road construction 

standards.  Motion carried 9-0.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING  

 

Solicitor Tucker opened the public hearing at 7:08 p.m. to consider a conditional use for 418 

Beaver Street.   

 

Solicitor Tucker stated that the witnesses testifying will be sworn in and the proponents of the 

application will speak first, if there are any opponents they will speak next, finishing with the 

Borough Manager who will testify relative to advertising requirements.    

 

Tiffany Haile, Manager of Planning and Strategy with AE Works, stated that she, Mike Cherock, 

President and CEO, and Patrick Rakszawski, Design Manager, will be presenting their vision for 



use.  Mike Cherock spoke on behalf of ownership, stating that he wants to locate a corporate 

meeting and training center on the second floor, bringing internal and external shareholders to 

the area. 

 

Tiffany Haile described the project and vision for the mixed use, proposing retail on the ground 

floor and an executive office center on the new second floor.  

 

Patrick Rakszawski presented the floor plans.  Ms. Haile further described the project and 

concluded the presentation with an explanation of the parking strategy. 

 

Solicitor Tucker questioned whether any conditions were imposed by the Planning Commission.  

Mr. Rostek stated that he consulted with Ms. Mullins and that there are lease parking spaces 

available.  Mr. Rice stated that he would like any approval contingent on 5 parking spaces being 

leased for the duration of the occupancy.   

 

Ms. Marcinko testified as to the notice requirements. 

 

Ms. Barnes thanked AE Works for choosing Sewickley for their project and stated this will be a 

nice addition to the community.     

 

With no further testimony being offered, the public hearing was closed at approximately 7:35 

p.m.    

 

A motion was made by Mr. Rostek, second by Mr. Green, to approve Resolution No. 2020-12 

for 418 Beaver Street, Sewickley, PA, Block and Lot No. 508-N-0004 to allow for a mixed use 

with professional office space in a newly constructed second floor and retail use on the ground 

floor in the C-1 General Commercial District in the Village Overlay contingent on the lease of 5 

parking spaces as long as they occupy the building. Motion carried 9-0. 

 

COMMENTS FROM MAYOR/COUNCIL PRESIDENT/COUNCIL  

 

Mayor Jeffe expressed concern with the appearance and condition of the 503-505 Broad Street 

property which houses the J McLaughlin retail business in the heart of the business district.  He 

would like to be an advocate to facilitate progress with this property. 

 

Larry Rice stated that the Parking Authority received the 2018 and 2019 audited financials that 

have been reconciled and submitted to the State.  He congratulated the Board for having all 

financials up to date.  Ms. Mullins recognized Mr. Rice for his work on this.   

 

Tom Rostek announced that Mr. Green has submitted his letter of resignation from the Planning 

Commission, upon taking his position as Council member.   

 

Motion was made by Mr. Rostek, seconded by Mr. Rice to accept Mr. Green’s resignation from 

the Planning Commission with thanks and compliments for his work on the Commission.  

Motion carried 9-0. 

 

President Neff stated that anyone interested in the position on the Planning Commission should 

complete a Talent Bank application, which is available on the Borough’s website, and submit it 

to Ms. Marcinko. 

 

 

 



PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Susan Kaminski of 443 Maple Lane, Edgeworth, would like to see some of the CARES Act 

funding, which the Borough received through the County, applied toward signage to be posted in 

the Village reminding residents to wear masks and social distance.  She also stated that, as a 

Board member for the Tull Family Theater, the Board and staff support the proposal to name the 

public space in front of the Tull Family Theater after the Tuskegee Airmen. 

 

Scott Zahner with Quaker Valley Rotary Club inquired about plans for the Halloween Parade 

and/or handing out candy to the kids.  President Neff favored the idea for both the parade and 

handing out candy.  Mr. Rostek stated he felt it may be possible with a lot of planning to comply 

with the current health restrictions.  Mr. Zahner suggested setting up tables for the candy 

distribution.  Ms. Barnes stated that it is worrisome to have 500 potential participants for the 

parade.  She felt Council that if Council approves the activity, it would be giving the impression 

that the event is safe to attend.  Wayne Hyjek proposed not hosting the parade this year and 

described the process for setting up tables to distribute the candy.  Mr. Green stated that he does 

not support having the parade and is not sure of his support for distribution of candy.  Mr. Zahner 

inquired if the Borough building could be used to prepare the treat bags.  Mr. Green and other 

Council members express liability concerns.  Solicitor Tucker stated that everyone would need to 

comply with CDC and ACHD mitigation measures.  Ms. Allen requested further clarification as 

to the process for the candy distribution.  25 Rotarians and other volunteers would be located at 

several stations and ensure social distancing is maintained.  Mr. Hyjek offered that the specific 

plan would be presented to Council, prior to it being published.  Ms. Mullins stated that 

mitigation measures would need to be followed and the plan may need to be adjusted if 

recommended mitigation measures change.  Mr. Green questioned whether the Borough will 

have trick-or-treat.   

 

A motion was made by Mr. Renner, second by Mr. Figley, to approve the Quaker Valley Rotary 

Club distributing candy contingent upon following health guidelines and restrictions.  Motion 

carried 8-1, with Ms. Barnes opposed. 

 

Mark Frank, 945 Crescent Avenue, expressed concern about the instability of the retaining wall.  

President Neff stated that he and Ms. Barnes accompanied the Borough Engineer on an on-site 

inspection of the area and they recognize the concerns.  Mr. Frank said his main concern is if the 

wall collapses, there will be no access to his and his neighbor’s properties.  Ms. Allen 

commented that this matter should be a priority for Council.  In response to a question from Ms. 

Barnes, Mr. Frank stated that his immediate concerns are that the hill appears to be moving.   

 

Corinna Skorpenske - 703 Centennial Avenue – Stated that she would like the naming of the 

public space in front of the Tull Theater after the Tuskegee Airmen brought to a vote of Council.   

Ms. Mullins commented on the memorials at Wolcott Park and suggested adding something 

there that would highlight the Airmen’s contributions.  She commented that there is no plan for 

the space at the Theatre.  While she has no objection to naming the space for the Tuskegee 

Airmen, she believes it should be part of a global plan for the development of the space.  Mr. 

Rostek is in favor of naming the space, in general, and commented on the importance of a 

development plan for the space and that time should be afforded for greater community-wide 

feedback which will create greater buy-in and visibility.  President Neff stated that there had 

been a proposal for the space, as well as its maintenance.  Ms. Barnes highlighted that there is no 

process in place for naming green spaces that she is aware of and she would like to see that 

developed to include more engagement from the community.  Mr. Rice stated that Sweetwater 

Arts Center approached Council last year about putting a sculpture in that space and is not sure 

where they are in their planning process.  Additionally, the proposed mural would be on private 



property and President Neff questioned this is permitted in the Village Overlay.  Ms. Yagle, 

Environmental Planning & Design commented on murals.   

 

John Dunn - 608 Straight Street -  Commented on the addition of 82 military banners honoring 

the Tuskegee Airmen, with 8 being from Sewickley.  This will bring the banner count to 200.  

He gave his endorsement for naming the space in front of the Tull Theater after the Tuskegee 

Airmen.  President Neff recognized Mr. Dunn for his work and dedication on the military banner 

program.   

 

OLD BUSINESS  

 

ALEPPO SEWICKLEY GLEN OSBORNE JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 

Ms. Mullins stated that she has been wading through the Plan and would like another month to 

review.  This is an important planning tool and sets the tone for what our Boards and 

Commissions do.  Mr. Rostek suggested collecting Council’s comments and sending them to the 

consultant for review and response and then scheduling a comprehensive discussion.  Ms. Barnes 

recommended having a separate meeting to discuss the plan.  Ms. Allen expressed her agreement 

with this suggestion.   

 

Regarding adding a second monthly meeting, Ms. Mullins stated that this had been changed a 

couple years ago by unanimous vote because the same territory was being covered in both 

meetings.  She offered that additional quarterly meetings could be considered, which would be 

specific to a topic.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Mullins, second by Ms. Barnes, to approve the Council meeting 

minutes of August 11, 2020.  Motion carried 8-0 with one abstention.  Mr. Green abstained due 

to not being present at the August meeting. 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR 21 CENTENNIAL AVE 

 

Kathe Barge from the Historic Review Commission commented that there was compromise on 

two points: brick to match brick and a smaller footprint.  Teresa Duff explained that the existing 

addition to the structure was built in the 1950’s, prior to the establishment of the HRC.  The 

Modic’s want to tear down and rebuild the addition.  Three points of concern with the proposed 

plan are a slightly larger footprint, siding instead of matching brick, and window selection.  In 

Georgian Revival styles, the key architectural element is symmetry.  The Commission 

compromised on 2 of the three issues and would like the applicant to meet them halfway and 

change the arched windows to straight-topped.  Terri Modic stated that the original brick is not 

available, and they cannot find a match.  She feels the arched windows would be a compliment 

to the house and an architectural fit.  President Neff asked if the conifers would be removed, 

making the addition visible from the road.  Ms. Modic replied that that decision has not been 

made.  Jeff Blough, architect for the Modic’s stated that they are reinstituting symmetry that does 

not exist by adding a porch on the other side of the house and that there is precedent for different 

style windows in the Borough, including the house next door to the Modic’s.  President Neff 

stated that the Commissions are equipped and trusted to handle these situations and suggested the 

Modic’s work with the HRC to finalize plans.  Solicitor Tucker stated that the composition of the 

HRC includes specific disciplines of expertise and that the HRC is advisory in nature.   



 

A motion was made by Mr. Rosteck, second by Ms. Barnes, to remand the application back to 

the Historic Review Commission.   Motion carried 7-0-2, with Mr. Rice and Mr. Figley 

abstaining. 

 

APPROVING THE FINANCIAL REPORTS  

 

A motion was made by Ms. Mullins, second by Mr. Renner, to accept the Financial Reports, 

which included the following:     

• Revenue/Appropriation Analysis Report – All Funds 

• Account Balances as of August 31, 2020  

• Vehicle Expense Report  

• Approving Bills to be Paid  

 

Mr. Rice stated that revenues are trailing and we are below budget on expenditures.  This is 

probably due to impact from COVID-19 and something to keep an eye on.  Motion carried 9-0.     

 

A motion was made by Mr. Figley, second by Mr. Rice, to accept the monthly reports, which 

included the following:    

• Cochran Hose Company 

• Code Enforcement – Harshman  

• Earned Income Tax Collection Update 

• Real Estate Tax Collection  

• Police Report 

• Public Works 

• Wastewater Treatment Plant 

 

Ms. Allen inquired about the number of brush fires on August 20 and 21 in the Cochran Hose 

report.  President Neff stated it could be cleaning, grinding the railroad track and dry mulch this 

time of year.  Ms. Allen asked if the Harshman report is complete.  Randy McCray stated that it 

was.  Motion carried 9-0.   

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

 

Solicitor Tucker provided his report and invoice.   

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

SEWICKLEY PARKING AUTHORITY AUDITS AND LOT RENTAL 

 

Mr. Rice stated that the audits were covered earlier in the meeting.  He requested that the lot 

rental fees of $10,000 per month be reduced to $5,000 for the 3 months when parking 

enforcement was suspended and there was no revenue.  Ms. Mullins stated that members of the 

SPA would have to recuse themselves from the vote.   

 

Motion was made by Mr. Green, second by Mr. Rostek, to reduce the lot fee rentals to $5,000 for 

the 3 months parking enforcement was suspended.  Motion carried 6-0-3 with Mr. Rice, Ms. 

Mullins and Ms. Barnes recusing themselves. 

 

 

 



PROPOSED 2021 BUDGET CALENDAR 

 

Ms. Allen questioned whether the process may be better served having several smaller meetings.  

Mr. Rice stated that the move to having one long meeting was due to citizens’ complaints that 

they had to attend more meetings to review the complete budget.  Ms. Mullins stated her 

preference to “power through” in one meeting.  Ms. Marcinko offered to assist members with 

additional orientation outside of the meeting.  Ms. Allen stated that there is a lot of infrastructure 

to address.  After discussion, Council agreed to hold one budget work session on October 17th 

beginning at 7:30 a.m.  The meeting will be held via Zoom.  

 

BOND REFINANCING 

 

Mr. Rice outlined the opportunity to refinance the 2015 bond series at a lower interest rate.  

Savings can be structured up-front, realized over a level amount annually or length of term 

reduced.  Mr. Rice introduced Zach Willard from PFM Financial Advisors who has been 

working with the Finance Committee.  Mr. Willard provided a presentation on the bond 

refinancing process and structure.   

 

After thorough discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Barnes, second by Mr. Rostek, to move 

ahead with PFM to coordinate the transaction.  Motion carried 9-0. 

 

TILE MURAL LETTER OF SUPPORT 

 

Mr. Rice introduced Teresa Duff who serves on the Historic Review Commission and is a 

conservationist interested in starting the process to secure funding for the project.  Mr. Rice 

stated that the Historic Review Commission needs help with contacts at Duquesne Light 

Company.   Ms. Marcinko will provide contact information to Mr. Rice and Ms. Duff.  Ms. Allen 

thanked Ms. Duff for her work on this and commented that the mural is a striking example of 

public art of the period.   

 

COMMEMORATIVE MARKER – LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION 

 

Council expressed excitement over this project and its support of Ms. Marcinko working with the 

Sewickley Historical Society in determining the location for the marker.   

 

RENEWAL OF AGREEMENT FOR CONTRACTED POLICE SERVICES FOR GLEN 

OSBORNE BOROUGH 

 

Mayor Jeffe stated that the contract will go to Glen Osborne in two weeks for review and 

approval.  He will then present it at the October Council meeting for approval.  Mr. Tucker stated 

that the approval needs to be authorized by ordinance.  President Neff stated that the ordinance 

will need to be advertised; therefore, authorization to advertise the ordinance will be on the 

October agenda with approval at the November meeting.  Solicitor Tucker inquired as to the 

condition relating to officers at the Quaker Valley Elementary School and whether there were 

any other changes.   

 

PROPOSED RECYCLING EVENT FOR 4Q 2020 

 

Ms. Barnes highlighted 2 successful recycling events sponsored by the Quaker Valley COG. A 

motion was made by Ms. Barnes for Sewickley to host a one-week glass recycling event 

November 21-26, proposing the cost of $1,100, the higher rate that includes emptying the bin 

mid-week.  If the bin does not need to be emptied, the cost will be $750.  The location of the 



event would be Quaker Valley High School lower level parking lot, which has been approved by 

QVSD.  Ms. Mullins confirmed that there is money in the budget for this event.  President Neff 

expressed concern with continuing to bring some issues to votes multiple times and inquired as 

to why we are not including other municipalities to divide the cost.  Ms. Barnes stated that she 

reached out to the other 10 municipalities and they are not interested as they already partner with 

the QVCOG.  Mr. Figley asked why the event was not held in Sewickley, suggesting the 

possibility of Riverfront Park.  Ms. Barnes and Mr. Rostek amended their motion and second to 

change the location to Riverfront Park.  Motion carried 7-2 with Mr. Neff and Mr. Renner voting 

against the motion. 

 

929 CRESCENT AVENUE RETAINING WALL UPDATE 

 

Ms. Barnes stated that she, President Neff, Borough engineer Kevin Brett and Mr. Rex met and 

walked Crescent Avenue to review the concerns raised by residents in the area.  Geotechnical 

investigation had been conducted and estimated costs to replace the top wall were approximately 

$800,000.  The estimated costs to demolish the structure at 929 Crescent Avenue, remove the 

wall and grade the hillside were approximately $250,000.  The latter option would not 

completely resolve the problem and would only address one-third of the hillside.  President Neff 

inquired as to whether the hill could be resloped from Crescent to Nevin.  Ms. Barnes stated that 

the decommissioning of Crescent Avenue was also presented as an option.  Mr. Green 

questioned the abandonment of Dickson road.  Ms. Allen thanked President Neff and Ms. Barnes 

for their review of this matter.  She stated that the Borough has not made the appropriate level of 

investment in this area.  There are significant issues with infrastructure that need to be addressed.  

There are issues on Dickson, Crescent and Hopkins.  The Borough needs to take a 

comprehensive look and review of all of the infrastructure needs and prioritize.  Mr. Green stated 

that the problems in the area are exacerbated by underground water and poor soils.  Ms. Barnes 

stated that the soils are landslide prone.  Ms. Allen commented that Aleppo Township does have 

a stake in this and should be engaged.  This discussion should be part of budget discussions.     

 

Council recessed to executive session at 10:25 p.m. to discuss litigation and personnel matters.   

 

Mayor Jeffe left the meeting at 10:25 p.m. 

 

Council came out of executive session at 11:04 p.m. and the meeting was reconvened.   

 

A motion was made by Ms. Allen, second by Mr. Rostek, to approve the settlement agreement 

with the owners of 922-924 Beaver Street and authorize President Neff to execute same.  Motion 

carried 9:0 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Being no further business to conduct, on motion of Ms. Mullins, second by Sean Figley, the 

meeting was adjourned at 11:05 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________   _______________________________ 

MARLA P. MARCINKO    JEFF NEFF 

Borough Manager/Secretary    President of Council 


