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BOROUGH OF SEWICKLEY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

Wednesday, January 2, 2019 

 
 

The Planning Commission Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Nathan St. Germain.  In attendance 
were David Stanton, John Dunn, Nancy Watts, Jeff Tyson, and Shea Murtaugh.   

Mr. St. Germain led the Planning Commission members in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
On motion of Ms. Murtaugh, seconded by Mr. Dunn, the Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of December 
5, 2018 were approved, 4-0-1, as Mr. Tyson was not a member of the Commission at this point in time. 

OLD BUSINESS 

A. Planning Commission Leadership 
 

On motion of Ms. Murtaugh, seconded by Mr. Dunn, the Planning Commission elected Nathan St. Germain 
as chair and Tom Rostek as co-chair by a vote 4-0-1. (Mr. Tyson was not present at the start of the 
meeting). 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. 410 Beaver Street – Public Hearing 
 

Brad Kauffman and Carmine Carapella (via telephone) reviewed plans for 410 Beaver Street.  Mr. 
Carapella reviewed the preliminary plan for structural design of the new building.  They plan to use helical 
piers on each side of Hoeys Run Culvert, which will allow them to build the structure above the culvert.  
This design will also maintain the soil pressure around the culvert that will maintain integrity of the masonry 
ceiling.   
 
Mr. St. Germain asked about the status of the open items that LSSE requested.  Ms. Watt’s followed-up by 
noting that there were several outstanding items on the LSSE list that need to be addressed so we could 
move forward with the approval process.  Mr. Kauffman inquired about what pieces of information were the 
most important and needed to be addressed now so that the public hearing with Borough Council could 
proceed as planned next week.  A lengthy discussion regarding the approval process for land development 
followed and Mr. St. Germain explained that the Planning Commission has to follow the recommendations 
of the Borough’s engineering firm and needs to ensure that all documentation is in order before making an 
approval recommendation to the Borough.  Mr. Kaufmann respectfully commented that the process is 
seems to be broken.  The Planning Commission expressed the challenges we all face with this particular 
property due to its location over Hoey’s Run and extra level of effort this puts on the owner and Borough to 
ensure that all processes are followed during the approval process. 
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On a motion of Mr. Dunn, seconded by Ms. Murtaugh, the Planning Commission recommended to table the 
decision to forward the plan to Borough Council until LSSE has reviewed and made further 
recommendations to the Borough. The motion was approved by a vote of 5-0. 
 

 
B. 550 Hopkins Reverse Sub-Division – Public Hearing 
 
Stan Southern reviewed the drawings for the consolidation and reverse sub-division of 550 Hopkins St. (Lot 
508-P-110) and 601 Hill St. (Lot 421-B-291).  The 601 Hill St. residence was renovated and they are 
working on resolving  the list of issues from LSSE.  They are also working on building permit for driveway 
for the property.  He advised that he was not ready for the hearing due to outstanding items that he was 
still addressing.  He provided a status update. 
 

1. The water run-off issue is being investigated and he needs to adjust the calculations for 100 year 
storm event. 

2. He needs to meet with Ms. Watts on the BMP’s and O&M plan. 
3. He is working on the Stormwater Maintenance Agreement. 
4. He is investigating what steps he needs to take to comply with the Stormwater Facility Maintenance 

Fund. 
5. He is working on the parking plan and needs to adjust the size of the turnaround.   Mr. Dunn asked 

about the slope of the and steepness of the grade of the driveway.  Mr. Southern responded that it 
was 23.75% and 14 degrees.  He also advised that the slope of the driveway is towards 601 Hill St. 
and away from the Cox residence.  Mr. Dunn suggested that there is a statement from the engineer 
regarding the ability to safely use the driveway in wet, dry, and icy conditions.  Mr. Southern replied 
that he would work on this and in no way wanted to harm Sandra, Barbara, or any of the other 
neighbors.  He apologized for the errors of the past and reiterated that he was working to remediate 
the issues and that he wants to work with the neighbors to make sure that he complies with all 
regulations and ordinances.  His plans will be reviewed and sealed by the appropriate engineers. 

 
Barbara Cox spoke and expressed concern that the driveway was not safe.  She noted the sharp transition 
onto Hopkins Street and the curve at the bottom of the driveway.  She is worried about vehicles stopping at 
the bottom of the driveway.  She also expressed concern over water run-off in her yard.  She noted that the 
maintenance required for the proposed gravel driveway could make it difficult for the land owner to keep up 
and thereby cause more run-off due to the spaces being clogged.  She also noted that the steps were 
removed from the front of the property and replaced with a path that causes additional water  run-off in the 
front of the property.  She also discussed having two feet of clear water in her basement in February 2018 
and was unsure of the source of this water.  She mentioned a natural spring that was paved over and that 
this might be the cause of the problem. 
 
Mr. St. Germain spoke and reviewed the approval process for this type of development and that engineers 
must seal and sign that their design is safe and will work properly.  This is what Mr. Southern is doing to 
ensure that all construction will meet code and not cause any problems for the adjacent properties.   
 
Sandra Martin spoke next and shared a photo of the property before the driveway was built.  She also 
reiterated the concerns that Barbara mentioned and was worried that a car would crash into Ms. Cox’s 
house.  She also asked if by combining the two lots into one lot would it now be considered one lot with 
regard to the watershed and impervious surface ordinances.  This needs to be determined.  She also 
asked about the ability to engage with LSSE engineers.  Mr. St. Germain explained that all of the 
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information is available on the Borough’s website and that the engineers do not work directly with the 
public.  Ms. Watts added that she will be glad to meet with Ms. Martin to review the file. 
 
Mr. Southern responded by stating that he is working on obtaining a building permit for the driveway and 
addressing the storm water run-off.  He stated that he appreciates the concerns and is working on 
addressing these issues to right the wrong from the past.  He added that there will be a PENNDOT grade 
guard rail installed at the bottom of the driveway that would stop vehicles at the bottom if there was a 
problem.   
 
Christine Allen spoke next and asked why we were doing this if LSSE said this would not work?  She also 
asked about consequences of non-compliance with Borough Code.  Mr. St. Germain explained that it was 
impossible for the Borough to know what every homeowner does on there property and that Mr. Southern 
is working to bring the property back up to code.  He is incurring cost to do this and he has taken 
responsibility for this situation.   
 
On a motion of Mr. Dunn, seconded by Ms. Murtaugh, the Planning Commission recommended to table the 
decision to forward the lot consolidation plan to Borough Council until the land owner has worked through 
remaining open issues and LSSE has reviewed and made further recommendations to the Borough. The 
motion was approved by a vote of 5-0. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
On motion of Ms. Murtaugh, seconded by Mr. Tyson, the Planning Commission Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
David R. Stanton 
Secretary 


